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DEEP FLIGHT: 

Can scientists fly to the bottom of the earth? ' 
By Paul Kvinta 
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VITAL STATISTICS: 
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LIKE A LOT OF ^ THINGS, ACHIEVING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IS HARDER THAN IT 
LOOKS. IN THE 1950s, THE PIONEERS OF Al CONFIDENTLY PREDICTED THAT, BY THE END OF 
THE CENTURY, COMPUTERS WOULD BE CONVERSING WITH US AT WORK AND ROBOTS 
WOULD BE PERFORMING OUR HOUSEWORK. BUT AS USEFUL AS COMPUTERS 
THEY'RE NOWHERE CLOSE TO ACHIEVING ANYTHING REMOTELY RESEMBLING THESE 
EARLY ASPIRATIONS FOR HUMANLIKE ^BEHAVIOR. NEVER MIND SOMETHING AS 
COMPLEX AS CONVERSATION: THE MOST POWERFUL COMPUTERS STRUGGLE TO RELIABLY 
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